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SUBJECT: ECA - PROPOSED AFRICAN PETROLEUM CONFERENCE 

1 . EMBASSY WILL RECALL THAT ROBERT GARDINER IN LETTER OF 
12 OCTOBER 1972 INFORMED SECRETARY OF STATE OF ECA INTEN- 
TION TO HOLD IN SEPTEMBER 1973 " REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE 
PETROLEUM INDUSTRY AND TRAINING REQUIREMENTS IN THE FIELD 
OF HYDROCARBONS," REQUESTED SUBMISSION OF ANY DOCUMENTS, 
INFORMATION OR PAPERS DEEMED RELEVANT BY 31 MARCH 1973, 

NOTED THAT INVITATION WOULD BE FORTHCOMING AS SOON AS 
VENUE AND DATE FINALLY ESTABLISHED. LIST OF SCHEDULED ECA 
MEETINGS FORWARDED ADDIS A-21 INDICATES CONFERENCE 
SCHEDULED FOR TRIPOLI 15-25 SEPTEMBER 1973. 

2. TO DATE DEPARTMENT HAS NOT RECEIVED INVITATION LETTER. 
EMBASSY REQUESTED DISCREETLY ASCERTAIN STATUS OF CONFERENCE 
AND WHETHER U. S. WILL BE INVITED AS NOTED IN GARDINER 
LETTER. FYI. IF PLANS FOR CONFERENCE IN DORMANT STATE, WE 
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WOULD NOT WISH TO STIR UP NEW ACTIVITY. HOWEVER. IF CON- 
FERENCE HELD, WE WISH TO HAVE OBSERVER PRESENT. DEPARTMENT 
CURRENTLY NOT PLANNING TO TAKE ACTIVE ROLE OR PRESENT 
PAPERS. ROGERS 
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